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Side A (concerns from Above) represented God’s actions toward humanity and 
our response. Church-based perceptions and interventions were focused on 
‘saving’ souls of children for eternity, bringing children into a relationship with 
God, and reflected a serious concern for the transcendent nature of God.21 
 
Side B (concerns from Below) represented human actions in the present towards 
children. FBO perceptions and interventions were focused on the physical and 
psycho-social realities of children, ‘saving them from suffering’ by addressing 
moral formation, education, community and human development, family, and 
health. 
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1) Structural responses to children– what are the possible organizational means to help 
children in crisis?  In Romania this has been polarized between ‘FBO’ and ‘local church’. 
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Cases were plotted in a ‘four quadrant’ model and I created a heuristic lens to include 
both axial categories and synthesized the central categories.1   
 
The core category for the thesis was identified as ‘embracing normative tensions in 
partnership’ implying that tensions can be understood because it is possible to 
identify certain norms. Embracing requires not ignoring or attempting to abolish 
tension, but living with uncertainty and ambiguity while following God and 
honouring His intentions for children.  
 
The use of terms like ‘holism and integration’ in mission with children logically include 
the idea relationality and encompass both tension and discontinuity. Theological learning 
and struggle is integral to embracing tension in partnership. Categories of certitude and 
entitlement can be exchanged for fidelity to Christ, mutual embrace of the cross and 
��������������������������������������������������������
1 This heuristic is the result of several schematics and data displays (see methods). This is the sort of 
reflexive and progressive thinking that arises from ongoing interaction with data in qualitative methodology 
it informs both method and analysis and as I see now very important to pushing through on research. 
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deeper koinonia.  
 
In this manner partnership can move forward, not stagnant but full of life and freedom, 
something like the child - she is moving, she is fragile, she has every potential for both 
good and bad.  Children act as theological pointers.  
�

�
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The significance and contribution lies in three areas: 1) to studies with children in crisis 
in general and faith-based responses in particular, 2) to the study of evangelical 
missiology2 and theology with children in the Romanian context, and 3) to the study of 
FBO-church partnership with application to other counties in Eastern Europe with an 
Orthodox majority.   
 
Bunge points out ‘issues related to children have tended to be marginal is almost every 
area of contemporary theology’ (2001:3). Concerning evangelicals in Eastern Europe, 
Volf says they must ‘develop a theology that is sensitive to the needs, struggles, and 
aspirations of the churches and peoples in these countries’ (1996:28). 
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2 Missiology has been further defined by Tippett in reference to local churches as: ‘the academic discipline 
which researches, records and applies data relating to the biblical origin, the history, the anthropological 
principles and techniques and the theological base of the Christian mission. The theory, methodology and 
data bank are particularly directed towards … the growth and relevance of congregational structures and 
fellowship, internally to maturity, externally in outreach as the Body of Christ in local situations and 
beyond, in a variety of culture patterns’ (1987:xiii). 
3 Oxford Centre for Mission Studies now has several scholars working with the question of children in 
crisis. There are now graduate courses offered in North American mission training institutions concerning 
mission to children, including Wheaton College Graduate School, Fuller School of Intercultural Studies, 
Biola University School of Intercultural Studies. The Malaysian Baptist Theological Seminary in Penang is 
offering a two year Masters course in ‘holistic child development’.  



� 7�

����������������������
���������
���������
��������������
�������������
�������
�������
���

�������	��
�����

����
���

����������
������
�������������
�����������������
�����


��	
������
� �������

����
�
������
��������������
�����������������
��
�������

�

)����������
������F�����
�����
���-."��������
����� ����
�
��������������	������
���

�

����
��������������
����.�����������
��2	�
�
���
�����
�:
�������	���

������

�����
��
���
����-."�������
����
������
���
���������
��
�����
���
�:
�������

�������������� ������������������ �
������

� ������
��������	�����)����������������

�������������
�����������
�����
���%��	

������	�������� ����
�
�������������
�
������

��������
������������������		������
�����������

�����
���
�����-."����������������

������������������
��A����
��A�

	����������#� ���������443���)�����������������

��������

��
�	�
������	�
	
���������
���
���

� �	
��2�
��������A����
��A�

	��

����:�������

�

$���
��������
��
��������
���%��������
����
�����������-."2���
���	�
���
���	��

���������������������
������������������	��
������������	�
��	��
��������
�����
����

����

����?���
��������
��������������
	���������
����

�����������
������
���������

-."����
��
���
���
�����

������
�������
��������������������������������
����
����
�

���

� �����
�����
���
����

���
�����������
�����

�


